








I have often been asked how long did 
this I can only say, I did not start 
dramatic and ve sty business before 
where I got my first cxperience in 
home between the age of 15 

under the other. Some 

other, no trunk, not coven the old 


was courage and a stiff back. 


My first cngagoment was with 2 
46 the same Harry Howard who in y 
time vaudeville with his dogs and 
the famous Elliotts who were broug 
Circus and were the feature there 


After spending two sce 

Coupe and Robinson (famous B DE 
Mexico which was a failure from t 
some vaudeville performers and starte 
and week stands through the country. 
and did the same. 


I was with the Elliotts until t 
Shows. Cooper & Bailey were th 
augh Equestrian Director, 
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produced lis famous clown 
There was but clown ba 
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I then hed 
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world? 
ness, but in 
1iese two theatros 
world. I then left my 
under one ¢& and a fiddlo 
and orche a music in tho 
end all I had 


company. This 
cnown in Keith 

npany and joinod 
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until the 

Mr. shburr 
until October 
ia Company, 


ensons of 1899 and 

W Again I went back 

vith Welch Bros Shows. 
clown bands were taken 
issue of the Bandwago 


season after pulling 
burned up. At the close 
and stayc 3 
home 
with the 


here until the 


Then I went cut with Mr. 


and D'Alma Show 
and closed the 
I then car 

But this 


nt pé 


forld and 


to all 


and that 
Editors of the 
old ex-trouper. 


BoHspeYe 


Clown 
Posie 


so to0O0. 


oo wild. 


ob inso 


iny branch show business. I covered 
s to Circus, ways led best bands and orchestras, 
etimes small but always good, at least the people 
Always received fine write-ups in the press 
Had legions of is in all branches of tho Amuse= 


wish wo could mee e more for a pleasant chat, 


"Best Wishes and Good-Bye", -- Charles Gerlach, 
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REMINISCENCE OF P.T. BARNUM'S LUCK AND ILL-FORTUNES. 
By Sgt.Hugo Zeiter - Courtesy of Robt. Sams CHS 


On the night of Decomber 24, 1872, Phincus Taylor Barnum's winter quarters, 
then located on 14th strect in New York City, was totally destroyed by 
fire. In those days, news items were seldom splurged on the front pages in 
big headlines. On the fourth and last 2 go of the Bridgeport Daily Standard, 
the entire account of the fire rated ss than two inches of a single column. 
It was written up as follows: 


New York 12/24 - - - - —- 10:40 A.M. 


"Darnum's Museum and Circus was discovered be fire about 4 o'< 
this morning, and was totally destroyed, ge or with Grace Chapel 
ing, two stores on 14th Street, and Steven a ace Shop on 13th Str 
The only animals saved from the menagerie ai camel and elephant. 
cause of the fire is unknown," 


The loss of this fire was estimated at $300,000. Previous to this, Darnur 
experienced a similar loss ean é derican Museum located at Broadway 
Ann Street in New York City burned on July 13, 1465 at ar 

$400,000. His famous oriental ville home: "Iranistan" in 

now Bridzeport) was similarly dcostroyed on December 18, 1857 
an estimated ¥150,000. 


8 


after these three catastrophics, ~arnum established a new museum 
Street in NewYork City. This insti Lon 3 consumed by fire on Ma 
886 at a loss of approximately $2 00 fhe following year on Nov 
1887, the circus winter quarters in bridgeport was demolished. 


For the fifth time, over a period of thirty } ire consumed 
fortune and after each loss, he rebuilt a bigger and better enterpris 
In all cases Barnum's losses were partially covered by insurance. 


After his last big firo in Bridgeport, Darnum made a public announcement 
that his circus would go out in the sprin cn te better than ever 
before, The quarters burned on Sunday nig November 20, 1887, and the 
following day, together with an account of tl! ire, the following dis= 
patch appeared in the Bridgeport paper: " 1s the Stands -ocs to press, 
Mr. Barnum telegraphed from Now York that he has today engazed 20 clowns 
for next season's show." 


At the time of his death, Tarnum was a man of groat wealth, and Dridgeport's 
greatest philanthropist. Tod hy rf can t roud of the many lasting 
monuments: to his memory. Boaside ark which he donated to the city also 
forms a beautiful setting for his m nent overlooking Long Island Sound, 
Approximately two blocks removed, is his once famous home: "Marina" now 
used as a red cross headquarters. It is unde 90d that this ornate mansion 
with its elaborately hand-carved front door will be converted into an 
ucational institution after the war. 


Darnum's museum, also a gift to the city, houses the Na n Institute of 
Science and History. This is a brown stone building at the corner of Main 
and Gilbert Street and is a typical ustration of the semi-oriental type 
of architecture which Rarnum used extensively. The first two floors of this 
building are now used by the Board of Education. 

The Honry A Bishop Historical Room at the Dridgeport Public Library contains 
most of the books formerly in rnum's private library. Mrs. 0.5. Pierco 
who is in charge is busily engaged in collecting ny of the original litho 
graphs, posters, hand bills, programs, route cards, and historical itoms 
pertaining to the Larnum and Nailey Circus which has brought fame and f FcUnG 
to Sridgeport's one-time best loved citizen. Tarnum is buried in Mountain 
Grove Cemetery near the grave of Charles Sherwood Stratton, better known as 
General Tom Thumb with whom he rose to the height of success and wealth. 
Today a street in Dridgeport bears the name of Tom Thumb and there is also 

a main thoroughfare, c called Barnum Avenue. The city has yet to honour 
Barnum's business partner: Lailey who was largely responsible for the fine 
ancial success of the circus enterprise which left the city when Ringling's 
moved the quarters to Sarasota, Florida in 1927. 





Page Four THE BANDWAGON 
See Te nee oe ae em es «intel lk ae 
Reminiscence of P.T. Barnum's Luck and Ill-fortunes .......cont'd. 
To the city of Bridgeport, Barnum was a great citizen; to the world, 
the Prince of Humbug; and to all the circus fans of America and Europe, 
the greatest individual showman of all time. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


No.«... 115 Miss Thalei Dechert, Box 2097, Baltitorco 3, Md. 
New Address - Box 2345, Customs House Station, New Orleans, 16,La. 
Now»... 133 Mr. Robert J. Devenney, Newport, Delaware 
New Address - Augustine & Christian Sts., Nowport, Delaware. 
Nowsees 39 Mr. C.E. Duble, 1263 W. Chestnut, Jeffersonville, Ind. 
New Address = 227 Spring St., Jeffersonville, Ind. 
Noseeee 95 Mr. Wm. Hs Walton, 107 E, lOth Ave., Homestead, Pa. 
New Address - 648 Doyle avo., West ne ad, Pa. 
NOseoee 85 Mr. J.A. Ha nd, 1551 Hast 65th St., Chicago 37, Ill. 
New Addres 8818 Dante Avenue, Chicago 19, Ill. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS -— TEMPORARY - GOOD TILL FURTHER NOTIOCZ 
No..se. 49 Mr. G.B. Hubler, 223 Superior avenue, Dayton, Ohio. 
Temp. Address - F1lt/O G.B. Hubler 1130553, Box 97, Ol. 615, 
Sq. H4, Hendricks Field, Sebring, Flori 
Noweees 133 MrsRobert J. Devonney, Newport, Delaware. 
Temp. Address - Cpl. Robert J, Devenney, ASN 32488168, 
560th Air Service Croup, Shaw Ficld, S. Carolina. 
Noseoee 142 Mr. Goorge E. Morrissey, +707 Connecticut avo. ,N.W.,Washineton, DO, 
Temp. Address - Pvt. Geo. E. Morrissey, ASN 13140522, Sqdn Ry 
Bks. 586, 3502 AAF Base Unit, Chanute Ficld, Ill, 





WILL MEMBERS PLEASE REMOVE FROM MEMBERSHIP LIST THE FOLLOWING. 

No..... 12 Mr. Jim Chloupek, 1069 M St., San Joso 11, California. 
Deceased 

Nowesee 115 Mr. James W. Kelley, Clintonville Rd., Clintonville, Conn. 
Resigned 





PLEASE ADD THESE NEW MEMBERS TO YOUR MEMBERSHIP LIST 





No.seee 211 Mr. Roland Webor, 1906 No. Kostner Avenuc, Chicago, Ill. 
Models, incl. tents 

No.w..e. 2l2 Mrs. Sophronia Larson, 250 Fulton Place, Cant Tlls 
GC; M. 

No...e. 213 Mr.Charles Higgins, 199 Cedar St., New Bodford, Mass. 
GC; R; Pr; Bkg; Ph. 

Noweoee O14 Mr. Ne Clark, 28 Woodstock Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
GC; 

No.wesee 215 Mr. Boyd J. McWhorter, Mooreficld, We. Va. 
Models, Ph. 

Noeseee 216 Mr. Eddie Zaboy, 514 N. 7th St., Allentown, Pa. 
Ph. 

NoOceeee 217 Mr. William H. Owens, 435 Turner, Allentown, Pa. 
Ph. 

NOscesee 218 M Frank M. Bullock, 9 New Jersey Aves, Garden City, Chester,Pa, 


NOseces 219 M 


NOsweceee 220 M Jack Price Robinson, 220 N. Moffet, Joplin, Mo, 


"CLOWN RAMB 
Sung by Bob Sherwood, one of the las of Barnum's Clowns 
Where can a man buy a Cap for his of his house,the nails on the end of 
knee? his toes? 
Or a key to the lock of his hair? Can the crook of his elbow be sent to 
Can his eyes be called an academy If so,what did he do? jail? 
Because there are pupils there? How does he sharpen his shoulder blades? 
In the crown of his head I'll be hanged if I know, do you? 
What gems are found? Can he sit in the shade of the palm of 
Who travels the bridge of his nose? Or beat on the drum of his ebr%his Rand? 
Can he use,when shingling the roof Does the ver of ripen e pone 
C Ss If,so,w. not gro . 
on She oat — GEM ohn Ja Crowloy 
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WALTER L. MAIN CIRCUS 
SEASON OF 1895 
Courtesy of A. Morton Smith CHS 
(Daily Nut $1,250. figures after “ J. are daily box office takes) 
APRIL 
22 Geneva, 0.$1,249. cold rain 
ie el N.Ye § 3 
Youngstown, 0. 41,903. } i grag 8 Nave $1, sug, rain 
Beaver Falls, Pas, $1,370. ¢ j N.Y. $l 24296 
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Ashtabula, 0. $179. stormy 
fonts ubula, O. 81, 272 
a Pa. el, 0224 
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Mauch Chunk, 
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Ithaca, 
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Tenn; and 73 in 

except NEVADA. Only 

only made 1 stop in the state whicl bie a 
R.B.B.B, G. BARNES was the only Saas 
they made but 1 stop ial the 

state of Ohio 
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by R.B.B.B. circus in the la 
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CHS Joe Tracey saw Cole 
lots of rain, but lots of 
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great time at the Ton Pack 
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CHS Larry 


tickets fo 
Chio, on 
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Newspaper ads, litt! itures of physical equipment, other 
collectors! item : » Russell, Hunt, Y-Patterson, 
Cronin, Daley, K-M and ¢ other show that won't reach 
Illinois. in '45, WANT OR PARTIAL FACTUAL REPORTS ON 
ALL THESE J/OWS includi such things as loading orders, 
wagon or truck lists, ber seats ize tants, pd agian 
number oGufes, number and s animals or what 

HAVE SIMZuAR DATA ON COLE, BAILEY, AUSTIN, AND 

1945 to swap, also older data, SEND lists and descriptions 
of whatever you haves 


LITHUS of Cole 1944 
others. Window Cards 
atty-Wallace '43, Dz 
paper ads, and limited nu 
swap. Have Cole, Austin 
ones back to '38, PHOTO 





IF I PROMISED YOU A) 
y it ut 


PARKINSON 


Cre 





1ildren,. 








SHEET MUSIC - 

showing litho " 

to Jenny Lind. oe aid ¢ ) d concert 
ticket - and m g out of s pocket. 


sized felt 
"OKLAHOMA F 


Send postal 


I WILL CONSIDER A VF HAVE YOU? 





Give full details and write to: 
Walter W. Tyson 27 Green Street 


Guelph, Ontario Canada. 
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PHOTO SPECIAL UNTIL OCTOBER lst, 1945 ~ Postcard size; 

Six Barnum & Batley, 1913, includes three parade views, 
Seven Sells-Floto, 1917 parade views, $1.40. 

Seven Ringling-Barnum, 1920, 116 s parade views, 


pie10; Order all for $2.75 and receive FREE one 


x 7" rare photo. 


1502 Duncan Avenue, hattanooga 4, Tennessee. 








Still looking for pictures of Old Shows! 





Also 116 size pictures of 1945 Austin and Russell 
and other new 1945 titles. 


Have fine old photos to sell or 


A. NORTON 
Exposition Shows 


Cincinnati 1, Ohio 











FOR SALE - RINGLING BROS. BARNUM & BAILEY OIR i AT 
NIAGARA FALLS, N.¥., July 20th, 1945. Size 616 8 for $1.00. 
Postcard size 6 for j1.0C or send r $5.00 fc LO size 616 


T 





Photos of Arthur Bros., Russel | BUYS SELLS and 
Pan Pacific, Cronin Bros. tru 
tents, railroad cars, perform » | Circus, Minstrel and Magic 
elephants, etc., 15% each. 1 
Program 
Send orders to: 
issued frequently 
Mrs. Bob Taber 
3668 Comer Ave., Riverside, Spencer Chambers 
California Ste, Syracuse 6, N.Y. 
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BOOKS FCR THE CIRCUS FAN 
available from 
THE GUNROOM BOOKSELLERS 


CASTINE MAINE 


INK LEMONADE, M. F, Coplan, 1945. Large Collection of about 125 


excellent circus pictures with commentary by Meverly Kelley. NEW 


| ROLLING STONE, Fred Stone, 1945. 246 pp. 18 illus. (photos). 
| Stone's autobiography including his early circus days. NEW 





| BLACK MOON, Clark MoMeekin, 1945 238pp A novel of cirous life 
jin the 1830's. NEW 


| CIRCUS DAY, Claude Allen Lev & Mabel Cobb, 1945. arge. About 
} 50 illus. including 4 in Juvenile. NEW 


| TWELVE YEARS OF TROUPING, ainesville Community Circus 1930-41, 
A. Morton Smith, 1944, Sma 112p; 19 illus. NEW 


THEY ALL HAD GLAMOUR, Edward B, Marks, 1944. 4Ubgpp. About 70 

| plat Primarily on the theatre, but contains much of circus 
interest. rnum, GeL.Fox, Blondin, Adah Menken, Arthur Nelson, 
Whimsical Walker, thera). NEW 





4 
ESME OF PARIS, E ‘ Davis 1944, 444y 1] trated. An auto- 
i ’ ? vs wT 
biography. Consi i fo on the 


'QOLYDE BEATTY & a BROS. CO El CU Souvenir Program & 
| Season Route, 


Biography of Robert Pershing Wadlow, Frederic 
(photos). NEW, 


THE CIRCUS COMES ! 4 Plan Whereby the Cir cus Becomes Edu- 
cational & Recreati j ibbe 937 ) 29 illus.NEW, 


RANDOM NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF TH 4} iN CIRCUS, RWG. 
| Vail, 1934. 75pp. 7 plates. 


| THE CIRCUS IN LITERATURE, Leonidas Westervelt, 193 S8pp. Frontis. 
| Ltd. edn. (300 numbered copies). NEW 


1937. 400pp. 53 illus. Has 
Museum. NEV 


HORSES & PONIES OF BRITAIN, Lady Wentworth, yt Ugpp. & color 
; plates (from old prints). 26 other illus, as a section, with 1 
| ijllus.e, on circus horses. NEW 


BIG 200, William Bridges, 1941. 160pp. Contains 162 photographs. 
On the NY Zoological Park. NEW 


IN THE ZOO, W.Reid Blair, 1931. 195pp. 55 illus, On the NY 
Zoological Park, NEW ‘ 
NOAH'S CARGO, 
considerable on age 
SIX HORSES, Capt. Wm. Seanthe sh Banning,1930.410pp,About 
50 illus On * stern stag aches. Has a chap.on the Pony Ex~ 
i ee with som I 341: 
I : 928, 2SSpp. 24 plates. 
18 é 4 “Buffalo Bill in and", Contains 2 
ab on of the BUF! ) LL WILD WEST SHOW. "NEW. 
FRONTIERS OF THE NOATEWSST A History of the Upper Missouri Valley, 
Harold E.Bri 38,1940. 629pp. 38 illus. 7 maps. More or less mention 
with pictur of Buffalo 11,Wild Bill,;Calamity Jane,Sitting Bull,other se 
Also mention of Bertholemew's Great vere Circus (1867), Madame Lake's 
Olympiad Circus (1871), Conkling Brothers Circus dave. Yankee 
Robinson, James Robinson Coe, Chang, Tom tule, Barnum, etc, NEW 5.00 





Books sent postpaid anywhere in U.S. Canadian postage extra, aa sent | 
on approval, : 








